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The 17th International Laser Radar Confer-
ence (17th ILRC) was held at Sendai Interna-
tional Center, July 25 to July 29, 1994. It covers

wide area of lidar (laser radar) from the fun-

damental to the application. It is held roughly
every two years. Lidar researchers from almost
all lidar field come together to present and dis-
cuss the utmost recent results each other. The
6th Laser Radar Conference was held in Sendai
just 20 years ago. In these 20 years, lidar tech-
nology developed in great amount by the prog-
ress of laser and computer technology. The im-
portance of lidar greatly increased with the
understanding of the global environmental
issues. The Conference itself has become
prosperous and matured, while a prize for the
excellent paper ( “Inaba Prize” ) started from

this conference.

This issue introduces the most update results
of lidar research based on the invited talks at
17th ILRC. We present great gratitude for a
large support to this plan. The content covers a
wide area of lidar research and application, in-
cluding laser sources for lidars, lidar systems for
various field of applications, global observations
by lidar and its status of research, space lidars
mounted on a satellite, and etc., which are re-
viewed by the researchers at the frontier. Espe-
cially the result of LITE (Lidar In-space Tech-
nology Experiment) was requested to be in-
volved. On writing, we asked the authors to in-
clude an example of their own work in order to
give a detailed image to the reader. We expect
this issue will be useful for the future develop-

ment of lidar research and application.
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